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1. This written opinion is the ^ rsl 

2. This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 



. (first, etc.) drawn by this International Preliminary Examining Authority. 



|~x] Basis of the opinion 
| | Priority 

j j Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, 
| | Lack of unity of invention 



m Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard t 
' — ' citations and explanations supporting such s 



When? 
How? 
Also 



step or industrial applicability 
novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

' "HIVED 
DEC 06 1999 

o*EELEY, 
,--oic«0 & PERLE 

See the time limit indicated above. The applicant may, boforo th o oxpiration e£ that time limit roquoot this 
Authority to-grant-aa-e xt e nsion., soo Rulo 66.2(d). 

By submitting a written reply, accompanied, where appropriate, by amendments, according to Rule 66.3 
For the form and the language of the amendments, see Rules 66.8 and 66.9. 

For an additional opportunity to submit amendments, see Rule 66.4. 
For the examiner's obligation to consider amendments and/or arguments, see Rule 66.4 bis. 
For an informal communication with the examiner, see Rule 66.6. 



VI J | Certain documents cited 
VII Certain defects in the international application 

VIII Q Certain observations on the international application 
3. The applicant is hereby invited to reply to this opinion. 



If no reply is filed, the international preliminary examination report will be established on the basis of this opinion. 
The final date by which the international preliminary 

examination report must be established according to Rule 69.2 is: 20 AUGUST 2000 



^A^riorized o^ ^r s ^\ 
/ MILEY CRAIG PE 
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I. Basis of the opinion 



1. This opinion has been drawn on the basis of (Substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to 
invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this opinion as "originally filed" '.): 

\~x\ the international application as originally filed. 

the description, pages ±}4 , as originally filed. 

pages NONE , filed with the demand. 

pages NQNE , filed with the letter of 



[~x] the claims, Nos. U26 , as originally filed. 

Nos. N0NE , as amended under Article 19. 

Nos. NONE , filed with the demand. 

Nos. N0NE , filed with the letter of 

|~xl the drawings, sheets/fig , as originally filed. 

sheetstfig NONE , filed with the demand. 

sheets/fig NONE > fi] e d with the letter of 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

[x] the description, page s" 0 ^ 

[x] the claims, Nos NONE 

[3^] the drawings, sheets/ftg N0N E 

3. Q This opinion has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 

to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Suppl e m e ntal Box Additional observations below (Rule 70.2(c)). 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
NONE 
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(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Internationa! applicatii 
PCT/US99/08668 



Continuation of: Boxes I - VIII 



TIME LIMIT: 

The time limit set for response to a Writte 

RECEIVED AFTER THE EXPIRATION OF THE TIME LIMIT SET \b 

International Preliminary Examination Report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2faKift with m^rH „,.., u ~ 

citations and exp.anations supporting such ItalZt Step ° r indUStHal "PP'-bility; 


1. STATEMENT 




iNoveity (N) C | ajms ,_ 26 




Claims NONE 


. YES 


Inventive Step (IS) CIaims N0N£ 


NO 

YFS 


Claims 1-26 




Industrial Applicability (IA) Claims !-26 


. NO 


Claims NONE 


■ . YES 

— Mn 


2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

- ^~^P^ Wu':, af d ^e T " ^ « /(W97)~ view of , 
f - fibrous mater.aCtable for^bTn^ body SuiS J JT. mo7 T' abS ° rbing ^ """P™"* a ' 

odors from the ^^'(column ? .in* 2-5 ;td cc Z 1 ^3^^?!^ ^ J"™" matCrial * *"* 
\ sieve having a natural zeolite of the clinoptilolite pecies wTdo^ ,1 d ° " 0t diSC '° Se the molecular ; 
a., disc.ose the natura, zeolite, clinopfloli e us d ™ ST 1» » ST* r^ 8 " 1 * L <~<^« | 
J~dor f e« al. in Marcus e, a,. Obtain the prowls g^en in the ^SoT ^ ! ° ^ C ° mP ° Und °f 


s^s« - ^apP-icanfs speci^ola^ not ^0^ 
structures of Lamensdorf et al., and Marcus ct al As such he ZlZTTl T ™ ^ * ° VCr the 
matter of dcs.gn cho.ce, thus barring convincing" evtle c to the n < Z I 7 ^ l °" ° bvi ° US 
the applied art. 8 M '° ^ the lan 8 ua g e d °« not patentably distinguish over 


NEW CITATIONS 

NONE 
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